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How the U.S. maintainsthe largest economy

1. !nfrodumion-

| was in the US last year. | lived there and went to a local public school, As
you know, the United States has the largest economy in the world. However, | have
always wondered how this is possible and how they maintain the economy, and the
“question was growing. bigger as | got to know how Americans live. At the same time,
- 1 got same hints to think abouit this wonder. This report is about my answer to this
“question. ' : B

2. Edu_i:at_ian :

First of all, let's see about the education system. | think It Is the base of
making the country's economy in the future. When you see the people who seek
~ high level education, they often go to schools in the US. | guess that was why |
believed the education there is rigorous and hard like Japan or other Asian countries,
The first day of school, | was astonished at many differences. There were few
similarities between Japan and the U.S. in education systems. Thefirst thing that
. surprised me was that | can choose whataver class | want to learn, Of course there
are some classes that are required, but other than that, how to choose is up to
“students. All students also can get advice from their own counselor, so it is not a
hard thing even though some students are uncertain about thelr future, The table
below shows my schedule for last year. : ‘

Hour. | Course Tile | i . Term
1st | Hospitality & Cut,inaa_"lyl Arts | Expetience Year Lohg ._ .
2nd Algebrall - o | vear Long
(3rd  [Ecology L E Semester 1 |
l3d  |Finance Investment o | ‘Semester 2,
ath - - | Chermistry o - |YearLong
5th | PES- Civies - | Semester 1
5th PES ~ Economics ‘ _ | Semester 2
éth B E-L_Engiish 3B Reading & Strategy | Year Long




- | think you can feel the difference in the purpose of schools as you see this, | felt its

-purpose in the US is more for their life or jobs, not their exam for college. There are
many classes that would be considered slectives if those are in Japanese schools,
Also, the hours needed to pass those classes are the same for required classes.
That mearis, the schools don't place too much emphasis on those required classes. |.
think it is the biggest difference. High school students can learn what they want to do
in the future, and they can easily become specialists because they can learn spegific _
things from when they are young. Also, the US puts a 16t of money into education. |
always felt it when | was taking classes. The class | felt the most was chemistry.
They have a lot of chemicals and laboratory equipment, so that we can actually run
numerous. experiments, even those | just watched videos when | learned in
Japanese class. That helps students understand easlily and deeply.

3. Work-Life Balance

- One of the reasons | lived in the US was my father’s job. The time before the

~ school year started, | was helping his job at his office. 've also visited the company’s
office in Japan, but again, It was iotally different. Although it is a Japanase company, -
the people who work there are Americans, so | was abie to see how Americans work
in their office. First, they come to the office at 9am to 10am, and go home at 3pm to
4pm. They work just 5 or 6 hours and they can make their living. That was the one
thing that | was really surprised at. However, | thought that“ this is the thing that only
the US can do,” at that time. They don’t need to work like Japanesé people because

- they have both natural and human resources. [ think the fact that Americans have

- great work-life balance helps the economy to do well. Americans have lots of free
time and free days, so they are able to spend money on that time such as vacatmns |
or shopping. . : :

4. Immigrants

_ The US is the largest immigrant country. Of coursa | met so many immigrants

~at my school. | was in English learners class for my English hour, and | became .
friends with them. In that class, we share about our background, culture, food, even
politics. | texted my friends and | got permission to write hers. So 'm going to
introduce 3 psople and let's see how the US gathers people from alf around the
world, and what kinds of people tend to come. _ ,

My best friend, Nataly, is from Guatemala which is located in Central America. -

She was born as the second daughter of four sisters. Her family is rich and all of
them are able to go to school. However her |ife seems so harsh when | see pictures
or listen to her story. She said her famity weis not suffering to make a living, but for -



me her hfe was still hard. She moved to the US alone when she was 13 to help their
famity. It was not the thing that she decided, but her parents. She said it is common.
to send a child to the US from each family regardless of their income or quality of |
living. She got a bus from her country and stayed in a shelter for hispanics. As soon
as she had a family who took care of her, she moved to Michigan. She is going to go
- to college and her dream is to be a pharmacist, Aﬂ:er she gels a Job she is going to

_help her family by sending money.

Mustafa Is from Sudan. He moved to the US a year ago to escape from a war.

He said that the chances of getting a place to live abroad Is extremely low in his -
country, However his parents and older sister are doctors, so he was able fo gela
green card. He speaks English so well even thoughhe didn’t go to school when he
- was in Sudan. Once, | asked himwhy he can do that, and he said that it is normal in
- African countries to study and to get entertainment in English. He uses English in -
daily life. That was a big surprise for me. | also met some exchange students from
developed countrigs, but they (including me) terid to suffer to develop their English
skills more than other students who moved to the US bacause of poverty or war.
| Last person is Yein from South Korea. She moved to the US because of .

- academic reasons. As everyone knows, South Korea has a really hard system to get
- into universities. Because of this, it is hard to give everyone a chance to geta good

~education. It also happens in India or other Asian countries. By contrast, the US has
gnough chances. By having enough seats, US universities are able to get intelligent
students from all over the world, She came with her sister and both are gomg to go
to college and find a job.

" As'you can see, those three people selected the US as their basis. They

- found some points that are better than in their own countries. Also, the other |
common fact that alf of them have is that they are rich or smart in their country. Of -
- course not all immigrants; but most of them are 50 as long as | see the people there.
If it is not only such people, all of the people who are suffering or are at risk of
personal danger are going to the US to seek a better life. Some Americans hate to
~accept immigrants because they have the possibility of losing their jobs. But at the
same fime, they are always able {o have new perspectlves That is also the reason
that the US can keep the largest economy X '

5., Resources

_ I wrote four paragraphs before this but | believe that having resources is the
biggest reason and the way how the US maintains the largest economy in the world.
The US has both enough natural resources and human resources. Resources affect
~ a country's economy a lot. Iif you see the countries in west Asia, many countries

make their country’s profits by exporting fossil fuel, The US also makes profit in that
“way. Americans Use energy abundantly. They use air conditioners or heaters for
around a year, and decorate their houses with light. | guess that is because they



don’t have a concern with depletion of natural reésources, | think that it is a problem
but that shows the US has enough natural resources, The US also has human
resources. The US has citizens who have got a high leve! of education and
immigrants who have the ability to work with new perspectlves Tha—at would create a
good synerglst!c affect.

6. Conclu sion

~_The answers | got for the first question are a lot. However, each of them

' ~ cannot be excluded and they are essential to make the largest economy in the world.

| don’t think those are all, so | want to think about this question more, and | hope 1
can think about the Japanese economy based on thosa persp@ctivas



